MEMOIRS OF THE EMPRESS EUGENIE

felt all along that this was what was coming.   The
Minister wrote to the Tuileries: "I protested strong-
ly against this sort of a plan for Italian unity which
is arising in so menacing a manner in the face of
Europe, and which will inevitably bring about the
fall of the Pope'a temporal power.   I foresee that
very BOOH a strong nation will be established on this
side of the Alps, which may turn against us, and
allying itself with England, may help that country
to become sole mistress of the Mediterranean.   It
seems to me that it would be wiser for us to abandon
the hope of getting Savoy, and by this disinterested-
ness wo would then IK* in a position to moderate Sar-
dinia's ambition, rather than aid in her aggrandize-
ment, which IB sure to cause such gravo perturbation
in our political and religious affairs.  We should re-
member that Henry IV and Richelieu, whose names
have been so frequently mentioned during the last
few months, favored a policy of dismemberment of
the grcutt nations surrounding France, not a policy
of bringing together the disjointed members of a
scattered state BO an to form a strong and united
power on our very frontiers,"

This was the correct view to take and it exactly
coincided with Eugenie's. It was for this very rea-
son, that she was opposed to this war from the very
start. But the Unitarian idea was steadily growing
in Italy and it now appeared impossible to stop it.
At Parma, at Modona and in the Komagna, this feel-
ing was especially strong. The Duchess of Parma,
who long hoped to save her son's throne, felt that
all was lost when the Austrians evacuated Placentia,
and when, on June 16, 1889, Piedmont sent a gov-
ernor there, slit* left a few days later for Switzer- Mary
